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take fire and we heaved out our long boats and put
up our waste cloths and drew forth our men and
armed them with muskets and other weapons and
instruments for fire works; and for an experiment
our captain shot a ball of wild fire fastened to an
arrow, out of a crossbow, which burnt in the water
a good time. The lady Arbella [Johnson] and the
other women and children were removed into the
lower deck, that they might be out of danger. All
things being thus fitted, we went to prayer upon the
upper deck. It was much to see how cheerful and
comfortable all the company appeared ; not a woman
or child that showed fear, though all did apprehend
the danger to have been great, if things had proved
as might well be expected, for there had been eight
against four, and the least of the enemy's ships were
reported to carry thirty brass pieces ; but our trust
was in the Lord of Hosts ; and the courage of our
captain and his care and diligence did much encour-
age us. It was now about one of the clock and the
fleet seemed to be within a league of us; therefore
our captain, because he would show he was not afraid
of them, and that he might see the issue before night
should overtake us, tacked about and stood to meet
them, and when we came near we perceived them
to be our friends. . . . And so (God be praised)
our fear and danger was turned into mirth and
friendly entertainment/' Is it strange that men who
would burn their bed-straw, and then go to prayer
upon the upper deck, in preparation to fight two
ships with one, even turning back to meet them, aregrants, but for all that, at least for a
